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After a another hard winter we are finally approaching the start of the 2011 season. It is at this point that I have to urge our members (and perhaps our lapsed members) to renew their subscription ASAP; a membership form is enclosed with this newsletter. If you have not done so already, why not consider joining the Pilmuir section as well. For an additional £70 you get access to the Pilmuir reservoir which is full of wild trout, has good bank access and 3 boats. When you think about it, if you visit a fishery 3 or 4 times in a year you'll probably have paid £70 or more - you can fish the Pilmuir as often as you wish during the season for an extra £70 on top of your normal membership.

Even better is that prices have, once again, been frozen at the same level for the third season in a row. I think this is providing excellent value to our members.

Finally, I urge all members to use the on-line Catch Return – you don't even need to own a computer as your local public library will give you internet access. You can register from there and add your return from there as well. 

Looking forward to meeting members old and new at the river/reservoir.

Tight Lines

Neil Smith

Newsletter Editor
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Annual General Meeting


This year the A.G.M. took place on Thursday 25 November at 7.30pm in the White Cart Inn, Busby.


The A.G.M. was well attended and I would like to thank all the members who made the effort to be there. The business went smoothly starting with the President's message followed by the usual reports from the Secretary, Treasurer, Workparty/Environment Convenor etc.  The committee was re-elected en masse with the exception of Stuart Nichol, who stepped down – Stuart now lives in Edinburgh (a lot closer to his beloved Hibees) and was finding the travel a bit much. Our thanks to Stuart for his many years service on the committee including serving as President. 


The two changes to the constitution, (change of takeable size on the river down to 9 inches and the moving of the A.G.M. to the month of February) (next A.G.M. Feb 2012) were carried unanimously.


This year’s guest speaker was Craig Macadam of the Ephemeroptera Recording Scheme. Craig gave an interesting and knowledgeable talk about “Mayflies” with an excellent Q&A session taking place afterwards. 





PILMUIR RESERVOIR


The committee is pleased with the membership take up for the Pilmuir and can thoroughly recommend the reservoir to members.  If you are not a Pilmuir section member why not consider giving it a try next season, the additional cost (price frozen) is about the same as 3 visits to a fishery but gives you 6 months on the Pilmuir.


To refresh members’ memories, the Pilmuir is approximately 15 acres in size and enjoys a sheltered location with easy access from Pilmuir Road and ample parking. The water depth, on average, is around eight to ten feet and the bottom is mostly shingle which is ideal for safe wading if you want to. The water has a large resident population of wild brown trout which we suspect breed in the two main feeder burns running into the reservoir from the surrounding hills. There is a corrugated iron boat house at the far end of the dam wall which holds three boats for use by members.





See map below for directions to the reservoir.





COMPETITIONS AND OUTINGS


The 2011 club competition will again fished over two legs (one boat, one bank) in line with the successful format that has been adopted over the past few years.


The first outing will be on Friday 17 June and will be an evening session in a boat.


The second outing will be on Sunday 4 September and will be an all day bank session.





The venues have still to be finalised but the first outing is likely to be at “Harelaw” and possibly the second leg there as well. Harelaw is a good fishery and perhaps worthy of staging both legs. The price is still to be decided but will be around the £20 - £25 mark going by previous outings. Details will be announced when in hand


It’s open to all members so come along and have go. We didn’t have a junior champion last season so come on all you junior members out there, here’s a chance to make a name for yourself. 


			


Flytying


Once again, Alex Park (Wee Eck) has generously given up his time to be tutor at the classes. From what I've seen from my brief visit to the first class the members in attendance were having a great time – thanks Alex.








CHRISTMAS NIGHT OUT


The Christmas night out was a great success with the White Cart once again providing a lovely meal. Santa visited us (no doubt you'll have seen the photos on the website) and everyone got a lovely gift...thanks Santa. 


For interest sake the night out is financed within the price of the ticket and by the usual, generous purchase of raffle tickets a small profit is made. The raffle prizes were top class.





Fishery Maintenance





There is a never ending job, or series of jobs, to be done on the river and reservoir. These include stile renewal, groyne building, willow whip planting, tree trimming, grass cutting, weed cutting, boat house painting, hull varnishing, litter removal, general instream work and much, much more. 


We usually start work in early April and meet in the evening, once a week, throughout the season. This year we may need to have some work party days to get us started. Please keep an eye on Forthcoming Events and the Message board for future announcements.


Don't ask what “your club can do for you” but more like “what you can do for your club”.





Flood Prevention Scheme





This is now almost completed on the White Cart with the dam wall having been grassed although there is still some work to be done on bank foliage upstream of the dam.  The river is returning to normal and in a season or two the dam will have blended into the surroundings and who knows the pool immediately below the dam may become a favourite – I know that I like it.  The dam on Earn is also completed although I haven't checked it out as yet. You can find out more about the scheme at:


 http://www.whitecartwaterproject.org/index.htm














