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After a winter that was one of the coldest on record our then editor, Malcolm Brown, in the February edition of the newsletter wondered if the trout in rivers and reservoirs would have survived. As usual only time tells and I think that the on-line Catch Return for this season shows that they have.

This season some 640 trout were caught, 197 at the Pilmuir and 443 from the river and most pleasing of all, only 6 fish retained.  I'm not an out and out catch and return person as I believe if a member wishes a trout or two for their tea or the BBQ then they should not feel guilty about doing so.  

I'm not a prolific catcher of trout but the season was not too bad for me either with 21 trout caught in 14 visits – I hope my fellow anglers are happy with their season. 

Finally, I aim to have the Catch Return analysed for the A.G.M. and thereafter update the existing spreadsheet on the website so that members (and site visitors) can see how the river has fished these past few years. Therefore if you have any outstanding visits to fill in, please do so without delay.

Looking forward to seeing you at the AGM.

Tight Lines

Neil Smith

Newsletter Editor
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Annual General Meeting


This year the A.G.M. takes place on Thursday 25 November at 7.30pm (sharp) in the White Cart Inn, Busby.  Once again we will have a guest speaker and this will be Craig Macadam of the Ephemeroptera Recording Scheme, Craig is a sometime contributor to the message board and his posts are interesting and knowledgeable. Have a look at the Recording Scheme website on: � HYPERLINK ""�� www.ephemeroptera.org.uk .�


� HYPERLINK ""���This is your chance to have your say and this year there are two motions being submitted both of which are supported by the committee.


The first motion concerns the date of the A.G.M and seeks to move it to February. The reasoning behind this is to bring it nearer to the starting of the new season: the committee feels that this will help administratively and will make it easier for members to pay their dues at the AGM.


The second is to change the size of takeable fish from 10 inches to 9 inches. We are no longer stocking very large fish and, as the Catch Return demonstrates, only 7% of the trout caught in the river are over 10 inches. (In fact 80% are less than 8 inches.) This is a minor change and it is felt in a small river like ours a 9 inch fish is a nice fish, they should be respected as such, and members should have the chance of taking one home if they wish.


The size limit of 10 inches remains on the Pilmuir where 40% of the trout caught are over 10 inches.


It would assist us if we could start the meeting at 7.30 pm and finish the business by 9pm so that we can give our guest speaker a good hour for his presentation and Q&A session. Thereafter, we would invite members to stay and socialise for a little while.





PILMUIR RESERVOIR


The committee is pleased with the membership take up for the Pilmuir and can thoroughly recommend the reservoir to members.  If you are not a Pilmuir section member why not consider giving it a try next season, the additional cost is about the same as 3 visits to a fishery but gives you 6 months on the Pilmuir.


To refresh members’ memories, the Pilmuir is approximately 15 acres in size and enjoys a sheltered location with easy access from Pilmuir Road and ample parking. The water depth, on average, is around eight to ten feet and the bottom is mostly shingle which is ideal for safe wading if you want to. The water has a large resident population of wild brown trout which we suspect breed in the two main feeder burns running into the reservoir from the surrounding hills. There is a corrugated iron boat house at the far end of the dam wall which holds two boats for use by members.





See map below for directions to the reservoir.





COMPETITIONS AND OUTINGS


The 2010 club competition was fished over two legs in line with the successful format that has been adopted over the past few years.


The first outing was at Harelaw fishery, a few minutes from Neilston, and was an evening boat session. Although the turnout was lower that previous outings it was a wonderful venue and every participant had a great time. Alex Cairnie, the fishery owner deserves a mention for the nice way he treated us. 


The second outing was bank fishing at Arran View fishery near Moscow on 4th September. This was a day session and was fairly well attended with 16 rods taking part. 


It was a lovely September day and I think everyone who attended will testify that it was a well stocked fishery - every rod managing to catch. The club champion is decided over the two legs and the worthy winner and new champion is Stuart Nichol. The trophy presentation takes place at the A.G.M.





My thanks to David Dearness for his hard work in arranging both outings.




















CHRISTMAS NIGHT OUT


Given the successful night out last Christmas we have decided to return to the White Cart. The cost is a very reasonable £20 which includes a small present and a glass or two of vin rouge/vin blanc.


We have a limited amount of tickets so give your name to the membership secretary ASAP as demand is likely to be high.  


Date: 09 December


Time: 7:30pm


Venue: White Cart, East Kilbride Road, Busby.





COMMITTEE CHANGES


Long standing committee member, Malcolm Brown has resigned from the committee and will not be seeking re-election at the A.G.M. I would like to thank Malcolm for his many years of loyal service, he will be sorely missed not least for his writing of the newsletter – I'm now realising how difficult it is to do. 





Committee places will up for election at the A.G.M but the President & Vice President have one more year to serve. After that the VP will step up to President and his post will then be vacant.








