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What a fantastic season that was…!!
A total of 847 trout were recorded on the web site’s catch return section and that’s a lot of trout, when you consider that only about 17% of  members used the catch return form in the first place. So how many did the other 83% of you catch? The mind boggles…!!
Of the 847 fish recorded 774 (91%) were wild trout under 10 inches long. This is great news for the club as it means that the river is in better shape than any of us thought and has a larger head of wild trout than it has had in years.
The question is….why? What has happened this year that we suddenly have small wild trout all over the river? And can we sustain it in the seasons to follow?

I guess there are loads of reasons, like the exceptionaly mild winter, fairly stable water levels  over the majority of the season, abundant insect life and of course the regular, weekly, river maintenance that we have been carrying out over the past two seasons.
Time will tell if these improvements carry over to next season. Weather conditions may well determine how well the wild trout survive over winter and how many fry make it to the next stage in their life cycle. I’m sure that the work carried out on habitat restoration will have had an impact and I for one look forward to next season with a real sense of anticipation.

Have a cracking Christmas and a super New Year.

The Editor
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Website Changes
As I previously reported in the June Newsletter the club website keeps getting better and better. There is the new ‘fishing reports’ section, ‘fly-tying’ section and ‘Newsletter’ section where you can download back issues of the ‘Waltonian’.

But the most recent change has been the introduction of a new and improved message board.
The new board lets you do so much more and will bring out your creative side. 

You can now write in paragraphs and use coloured text. You can make your text bold or make it bigger and you can add lots of different smilies.
[image: image4.wmf]If you’re really clever you can import pictures into your messages and you can even have an avatar which is a picture that represents your message board name.

One of the main differences is that you have to register your email address before being able to post messages. This makes the site easier to police by providing traceability and also makes it more difficult for contributors to have multiple names.
If you don’t want to register you can still read all the posts but you won’t be able to join in.
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Proposed Changes to the Constitution and Rules. (Nov 2007)

For Consideration at the November AGM

       Walton Angling Club

Constitution and Rules

1.
The Club shall be called "Walton Angling Club".

2.
The business of the Club will be managed by a committee off fifteen members with the office bearers to consist of a President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and Membership Secretary - six members will form a quorum. The duration of office shall be two years for the President and Vice President and one year for others, retiring members having the option to seek re-election to the committee. Therefore, after the initial election of the President at the 2007 AGM, the club will, in effect, elect the President by electing the Vice President (on a biennial basis at an AGM).

3.
The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held in November of each year. The executive, shall, through the Secretary, give the members of the Club at least fourteen days notice of the date, hour and place of the meeting. To this meeting a detailed statement of the affairs of the Club shall be given, together with a statement of the committees recommendations which must include details of the number of members to be accepted along with the proposed scale of charges.

Two independent Club members shall be appointed, annually, to act as auditors.

4.
Alteration to the constitution and/or rules can only be made at the Annual General Meeting and then only if accepted by a two-thirds majority of the members present. Any proposed alterations must be notified to the Secretary no later than 31st August prior to the AGM so that it can be incorporated into the notice calling the meeting.

5.
The stocking requirements for the White Cart Water and the Earn Water shall be determined by the committee on an 
annual basis after first considering all the available statistical and observational data. If the committee decides that 
supplementary stocking is required in either or both rivers then stocking shall take place with fish in the 10 to 12 inch 
range to a maximum value of 25% of the membership receipts for that season. However, in the case of extreme 
emergency such as a severe fish kill the committee may stock the river as they see fit.

6.
No one is entitled to the privileges of a member until their subscriptions are paid.

7.
The fishing season is from 15th March to 6th October.

8.
New permits will be issued annually. Permits are not transferable.

9.
Members are not allowed to kill and take trout measuring less then ten inches.

10.
Spinning is strictly prohibited, as is the use of spinning equipment such as spinning rods and fixed spool reels.

10a.
The club shall be Fly Fishing only with the exception of junior members who will be allowed to bait fish.

10b.
Only barb-less or de-barbed hooks to be used.

11.
Permits must be carried at all times when fishing. In the event that a member is asked to show his or her permit, the said permit must be produced.

12.
Members are allowed three visitors per season. Visitors must carry their visitors permit and if asked to do so by a member, must produce the said permit.

13.
No dogs allowed

14.
No damage to be done to fences or crops

15.
Members are not allowed to kill more than three fish on any single visit.

16.        Any member infringing these rules could, at the discretion of the committee, have his membership of the Club 
revoked. 

SN/November 2007

      Walton Angling Club

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


To be held at Clarkston Tennis and Bowling Club, 
127 Eastwoodmains Rd, Clarkston. 
Wednesday 21 November 
2007 at 7.30pm
                               AGENDA

1. Apologies and Absence.

2. Minutes of Previous Years AGM.

3. President’s Address.

4. Secretaries Report.

5. Treasurers Report.

6. Membership Secretaries Report.

7. Membership Fees for the Next Season.

8. River Maintenance Report.

9. Stocking Policy.

10. Election of Office Bearers and Committee Members.

11. Competitions and Outings.

12. Award Presentation to Competition Winners.

13. AOCB
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CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA


This years Christmas extravaganza will be held in Rascasse at Clarkston Toll on Wednesday 12 December at 8.00pm.


The price will be £22 per person with a deposit of £10 to be made at the time of booking.


The evening will kick off with a three course meal in Rascasse’s fine restaurant then we will move on to a private room for loads of fun and frolics plus the odd drink or six.


The evening promises to be great fun with Santa no doubt making his usual guest appearance at some time during the festivities to hand out some very inexpensive presents.


If you fancy a superb night out with a crowd of great people you can pick up your ticket when they go on sale at the AGM. Places are limited so make sure you get in quick.





Competition


Nine members turned up for the 2nd leg of the annual club competition held on 8 September. Three anglers managed to land one takeable fish each and there were loads of smaller fish caught throughout the day. 


The three lucky anglers were Chris McCaig, Brian McMillan and David McLeish whose monster of 18 inches weighing in at 2lb 6 oz wins him the competition and the title of Senior Club Champion. Congratulations David. 


Congratulations also to Chris whose 11inch fish wins him the title of Junior Club Champion for the second season running. Hard luck to young Roland May who landed a fish which, unfortunately, was slightly undersize. 


Both David and Chris will be presented with their trophies at the forthcoming AGM.





Fly-tying Classes


Fly-tying classes are back on again this year and will be held in Maxwell Mearns Parish Church Hall at 7.30pm. every 2nd Tuesday from 23 October to 18 December. �The cost will be £3.00 per session and all proceeds will go to club funds.


Everyone is welcome to come along even if it’s simply to observe. 


There will likely be some sessions in the New Year but we'll update you on this later. Keep your eye on the website message board.








Annual General Meeting


This years Annual General Meeting will be held in Clarkston Tennis and Bowling Club, 127 Eastwoodmains Rd, Clarkston on Wednesday 21 November 2007 at 7.30pm. A copy of the meeting agenda is attached.


The Secretary hereby gives notice of proposed changes to the Club’s constitution and rules. The proposals are as follows:


Article 2; Add a Vice President to the list of office bearers. Change the duration of office for the office bearers from three years to two years with the Vice President stepping up to President at each biennial A.G.M.  


Change the duration of office for ordinary committee members from three years to one year.


New Article 5; The stocking requirements for the White Cart Water and the Earn Water shall be determined by the committee on an annual basis after first considering all the available statistical and observational data. If the committee decides that supplementary stocking is required in either or both rivers then stocking shall take place with fish in the 10 to 12 inch range to a maximum value of 25% of the membership receipts for that season. However, in the case of extreme emergency such as a severe fish kill the committee may stock the river as they see fit.


Article; 5,6,7,8 & 9 become 6,7,8,9, & 10.


Add Article 10a; The club shall be Fly Fishing only with the exception of junior members who will be permitted to bait fish. Add Article 10b; Only barb-less or de-barbed hooks to be used.


Article; 10,11,12,13,14 & 15 becomes 11,12,13,14,15 & 16





A copy of the constitution and rules incorporating the above proposals is attached. The changes are shown in red.


Note: Any changes to the constitution and rules may only be made at the A.G.M. and then only if accepted by a two-thirds majority of the members present.


These are fairly radical proposals affecting the way the Club is managed, the stocking policy and the fishing methods allowed on Club waters. If you want to have your say and cast your vote you’ll need to attend the meeting. 


We look forward to a full house!
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