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This winter was one of the coldest on record and  resulted in rivers, reservoirs and lochs, across the length and breadth of the country becoming frozen solid for weeks on end.  

Fisheries were forced to close their doors to the public as winter held us in its icy grip and despite the ice on the Lake of Mentieth reaching the required thickness of seven inches, hopes of holding curlings first ‘Grand Match’ in 30 years were dashed by ‘cold hearted ‘officials on grounds of public safety.

To see the river in all its winter glory was breathtaking to say the least. Take a look at some of the superb winter photographs of the Cart posted on our website forum.

The Pilmuir also had a thick covering of ice over the whole of the reservoir and some of the ice still remains at the present time.

How birds and mammals survive these incredibly harsh conditions is anyone’s guess. In reservoirs or lochs trout can only survive  by heading for the deepest parts. Here, the water is more dense and, insulated by the ice above, does not freeze but remains at around 4oC. In these conditions the trout enter into a state of semi-hibernation, their metabolism slows down and they don’t require to eat. In rivers the trout also head for the deeper parts where the flow is strong enough to keep the water ice free.

We can only hope that most of our river and reservoir stocks have survived to give us plenty of sport for the coming season.

Tight Lines

Malcolm Brown

Newsletter Editor
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL


Membership renewal fees are now due and must be paid by 1st May or it will be assumed that you no longer wish to be a member of the club, in which case your place will be offered to the next person on the waiting list. 


This year you have a choice of whether to renew your membership of the Walton Angling Club only, which enables you to fish the Cart and Earn as normal or whether you also want your membership to include fishing on the 15 acre Pilmuir reservoir.


Membership fees for the Walton Angling Club remain the same as last year i.e. £35 for adults, £15 for senior citizens and £10 for juniors (under 16’s only). �The additional fee to include the Pilmuir is £70. This means that an adult would pay £105 for access to all available fishing areas while senior citizens  would only pay £85. This represents some of the best value fishing in the area. 


Please note that inclusion of the Pilmuir is not available to junior members.


Please complete the membership renewal form included with this newsletter and return it with the appropriate fee to the membership secretary Aird Wallace at the address at the top of the page and don’t forget to include a stamped addressed envelope. Please make cheques payable to Walton Angling Club.


N.B. There are a few vacancies available for new members so if anyone has family or friends who would like to join please download the application form from the club website and send it off to the Membership Secretary as soon as possible.








PILMUIR RESERVOIR


The club can once again offer our members the opportunity to fish the Pilmuir reservoir for wild brown trout during the 2010 season and I would urge as many members as possible to take advantage of this fantastic offer. It’s the first time in the history of the club that a still water has been available to our members and a good take up is vital to securing it as a long term acquisition.


Fishing rights to the reservoir were secured during the middle of last season by former Pilmuir Angling Club member and Walton Angling Club committee member, Gary Baker together with our outgoing president, John Kimble. 


The Pilmuir is approximately 15 acres in size and enjoys a sheltered location with easy access from Pilmuir Road and ample parking. The water depth is, on average, around eight to ten feet and the bottom is mostly shingle which is ideal for safe wading if you want to. The water has a large resident population of wild brown trout which we suspect breed in the two main feeder burns running into the reservoir from the surrounding hills. There is a corrugated iron boat house at the far end of the dam wall which holds two boats for use by members.


As part of our lease the club has a responsibility to the owners of the reservoir and to East Renfrewshire Golf Club to properly maintain it. Last season the Beavers carried out a great deal of work to prove our commitment to satisfying the terms of the lease and are set to do the same again in order to secure the Pilmuir for our members for many seasons to come.


See map below for directions to the reservoir.





COMPETITIONS AND OUTINGS


For 2010 the club competition will be fished over two legs in line with the successful format that has been adopted over the past few years.


Both legs will be fished in conjunction with the two annual outings, one being a boat only venue and the other a bank fishing venue.


The club champion will be determined by the angler who catches the most fish over the two legs. In the event of a tie the angler with the heaviest bag will be declared the winner.


Additional categories will include best boat during the boat angling session, heaviest fish and the now famous virgin trophy given to the best of those anglers who have never won a Walton trophy.


The first of the outings will be at Harelaw fishery a few minutes from Neilston. This will be an evening boat session and will take place on 25th June from 5.00pm until 10.30pm. The cost will be £20 per person and must be paid by 1st April 2010.


Built in 1844, Harelaw is a large shallow reservoir, extending to 102 acres and includes over 3 miles of superb wading banks, 4 dam walls and three islands. An averaging depth of 5-9 feet ensures that fish can be found virtually anywhere on the fishery, with a maximum 13ft of water. 


There are three islands and many shallow bays and peninsulas offering quality drifts and wading from both boat and bank. Harelaw is almost 600ft above sea level and fishing is best with a south westerly wind with slightly overcast skies or into sunset.


The second outing is the bank fishing venue which will be held at Arran View fishery near Moscow on 4th September. This is a day session from 9.00am until 5.00pm and will include lunch. The cost will be £25 per person and should be paid as soon as possible but no later than 1st July 2010. 


Arran View is situated on the A719 between Moscow and Waterside and boasts two well stocked fly ponds.  For those with a sat-nav the postcode is KA3 6HZ.


The fishery is easy to find and has a large car park with ample parking for all.  


The fish stock comprises of rainbows, blues & browns. These are supplied by AE Fisheries Dumfries and are bulldog fish specially brought in from Devon until such times as AE Fisheries have the capacity to meet the supply and size demands required for Arran View.


Both ponds are re-stocked twice weekly, usually Mondays and Fridays and the average size of the fish is about 3-4 lbs in weight.


NOTE: Places for both outings are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 


Application for places must include a cheque to cover the full amount and should be sent to the Membership Secretary whose address is at the top of this newsletter.











COMMITTEE CHANGES


After two very successful years as President, John Kimble hands over the reigns to the very able Neil Smith and reverts back to being an ordinary committee member. John had a hard act to follow in Stuart Nichol but managed to match Stuart in all departments and I would like to thank John on behalf of the members for his hard work and dedication during his term of office and in particular in his role in acquiring the Pilmuir reservoir. 


As John’s Vice President, Neil has already proved that hard work and dedication is second nature and I know that he is relishing the challenges ahead of him over the next two years. The Club is in very good hands.


Aird Wallace steps up into the role of Vice President but will still perform the roles of Secretary and Membership Secretary.


There is only one new addition this year and that is Brian McMillan. Brian has, over the past few years, been a regular member of the Beavers and is always on hand if extra help is needed, so it was a natural progression to get him to come on to the committee. Brian will be a real asset to the club and everyone on the committee is delighted to have him as part of the team.








