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There has been a marked increase in the numbers of wild trout that have been caught since the season began. More than 300 trout have been recorded on the website catch return up to now and nearly all of these have been small, wild fish. 
I did suggest, in the February newsletter, that the mild winter may result in survival rates improving and it looks like I may have been proved right.

The abundance of juvenile trout is great for the river and it proves that trout are spawning successfully and surviving in numbers when the conditions are right.
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Winter temperatures, however, are only one of many factors that can affect the trout’s ability to survive from fry to adult. We can’t do much to control the weather but there are loads of other things that we can do both in and around the river that can make a difference to the trout habitat.
Managing the fishery properly is one of the main priorities of the committee and to this end we are continuing with the weekly maintenance programme which was started last year. 
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Construction of V’ groynes in the river, trimming back established trees, planting new trees, repairing stiles and fences and strengthening river banks are the main priorities at the present time. Later in the year we will be looking at cleaning gravel beds to help improve spawning success rates.
We meet at 7.30pm every Tuesday evening at Kirkland Bridge. If you would like to help us and at the same learn a little bit about fishery maintenance and habitat improvement then we would be delighted to see you.
Tight lines.

The Editor

A CHAMPION IN THE MAKING
I am delighted to announce that junior member Chris McCaig has qualified as a full member of the Scottish Youth International Fly Fishing Team. 
At the latest team practice session on the Lake of Menteith Chris was top rod having caught his limit of six fish with two hours to spare. He has attended every single youth meeting available to him and I understand that his general attitude, diligence and eagerness to learn has impressed the coaches. 
Chris will be the first junior member of the club to get a Scottish cap and I shall look forward to seeing how well the team does in this year's forthcoming international on the Lake of Menteith. 
Many congratulations, Chris. You thoroughly deserve this. Well done.

Stuart Nichol  (President)

P.S. The club now has a junior and a senior member of the club fishing for their country. Simon Cocker is currently fishing for Scotland in the internationals being held in Finland.

STOCKING

You may have noticed that up to now there has been a distinct lack of takeable fish in the river. This was caused by high mortality rates of the stocked fish introduced in April which was a result of a stress related disease. We will soon take delivery of replacement stocks which are being provided free of charge by our supplier
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WEBSITE NEWS
The club website keeps getting better and better. The new ‘fishing reports’ section has been a huge success in keeping everyone up to date with how the river’s fishing. Credit for this must go to Neil Smith who has done a great job writing the reports on a weekly basis.

The message board continues to keep everyone informed and amused and is a vehicle for all members to air their views in public.

You will soon be able to download all the seasons Newsletters directly from the website. But don’t worry I’ll still be sending them out to individual members by email or, in the case of February and Novembers issue, by post to those without email addresses.
The fly-tying section has also been a huge success and more and more members are using the online catch returns form to record their catches.
HEALTHY OR WHAT?
There is a huge abundance of fly life in the Cart. The first photo on the right shows a mass of caddis fly larvae clinging to the bottom of a flat stone. This photo was taken at Bakers Reach not far below Kirkland Bridge. If you look closely you can see two leeches also clinging to the stone. They are the larger objects shown.

The second picture on the left was also taken downstream from Kirkland Bridge and shows more caddis and also a pupae in which I’m told resides the infamous “gadger”.
Have a look yourself. Just turn over any large stone and see what you can spot. Why not take some photos yourself and email them to us. The best photos will make it on to the website photo gallery.
COMPETITION RESULTS

The first leg of this years competition took place on Saturday 12 May and approximately twelve anglers took part. 

There were almost eighty fish taken on the day but unfortunately no trout over ten inches was taken which means that the competition is wide open for the second leg which will take place on Saturday 8 September at 10.00am.

A reminder will be posted on the club website nearer the time.

THE WALTONIAN – June 2007





President: Stuart Nichol, 12 Broomburn Court, Newton Mearns, Glasgow, G77 5JG, Tel: 0141 639 6479


Secretary: Stewart Martin, 322 Glasgow Road, Eaglesham, Glasgow, G76 0EW, Tel: 0141 644 2603


Membership Secretary, Aird Wallace,14 Hillend Road, Clarkston, Glasgow, G76 7TQ, Tel: 0141 644 2238








Walton Angling Club


 www.waltonac.com














WHAT A WASH OUT


This years outing to Morton fishery was a bit of a wash out. Heavy rain coupled with blustery winds made for a very uncomfortable day’s fishing. We were all soaked within the first hour and no matter how good our wet weather gear was, the rain still managed to penetrate. Sitting in a boat with a soaking wet backside is not my idea of fun. 


Continued on page 2…..
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As well as being wet and windy the fishing proved exceptionally difficult and the day ended with only six fish being caught.


Alex Park took the heaviest fish of the day. A cracking rainbow of three pounds. That gave Alex the title of Outing Champion and also won him the heaviest fish trophy. Ed McGurrin and his boat partner Arthur took the best boat trophy and Ed also won the Virgin trophy, awarded to a member who has never won a Walton competition before.


A new category was added at the last minute for the ‘most persistent angler’. This honor went to John Kimble who, after coming off the water with ten minutes left on the clock, decided to go back out again, in the pouring rain, determined to catch a fish. 


With a few minutes to go John hooked into a rainbow which he managed to land and then made it back to the jetty with seconds to spare. Just goes to show, you should never give up!
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